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The mother, Cynthia Fisher, is being interviewed by the reviewers at the 
ABCCCYS office.  Cynthia preferred to meet at the office since she was living in 
the home of a friend. She presented clean and personable, yet somewhat 
anxious.  She appears oriented to time and place.     
 
Cynthia reports that the children came into care when the kids’ father wouldn’t 
enroll them in school.  She was unable to care for them because she was in drug 
treatment at the time.   
 
Cynthia identifies the major concern that is keeping her from being reunited with 
her children is her lack of stable housing.  She expresses frustration about not 
being able to find affordable housing and needing to rely on friends.  She says 
that most of her friends don’t have apartments big enough to house all her 
children. (If and when asked directly, she will identify her household friend as her 
paramour.)  She admits to feeling a lack of support from her family and friends.    
 
She feels that ABCCCYS has given her referrals to Section 8 housing and even 
agreed to pay the first month’s rent. However, her name has not come up on the 
list for a home.  She wishes ABCCCYS would do more to help her with this 
concern.  Unemployment is another area of concern for her. She has an interest 
in obtaining employment doing furniture upholstery.  She feels she knows this 
craft well, as she did this type of work in the past and was able to make a decent 
wage.  However, she has been unsuccessful in obtaining such employment.  On 
occasion, the caseworker has asked her to consider seeking out another line of 
work.   
 
When asked about other services the agency has asked of her, she replies that 
she has participated in counseling through the PA Counseling Center.  She 
reports having a good relationship with her therapist. Issues she has addressed 
in counseling include getting a job and her lack of housing, and setting and 
maintaining rules with her children.  She reports that she is now more consistent 
with her children during visits and that she doesn’t promise them things if she 
doesn’t think she’ll be able to follow through.   
 
She believes ABCCCYS is helpful in most regards.  However, she reports being 
angry that the caseworker thinks she gave her child alcohol.  This she denied 
emphatically.  She reports that Tara, the caseworker, visits with her 
approximately every three weeks.  ABCCCYS usually solicits her input before 
major decisions are made for her children such as when they visited their father, 
or when Sara wanted to get her ears pierced, etc. She says her caseworker 
listens to her questions and concerns.  She has been invited to attend school 
meetings, including parent-teacher conferences and IEP meetings. She attends 
when she can to learn more about Sara’s “learning problems”. She is aware that 
her children have seen doctors regularly for exams and that they have no serious 
health concerns. 
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Cynthia feels that Sara has adjusted quite well to placement and that overall she 
is a happy child.  Cynthia feels fortunate that the children’s placement is stable 
and that the three youngest children are placed together in Holmes’ foster home.  
Cynthia feels comfortable that her oldest son is living separately with the family 
friend because the move allowed him to graduate high school with his friends.  
 
Cynthia reports that Sara has expressed some sadness about her foster mother 
not allowing her to take a hunting class so that she can get her hunting license.  
Hunting is a family sport and all the three older children were allowed to get their 
hunting license at 12 years of age.   Cynthia has no concerns about the 
children’s safety in the home of Victoria Holmes.  She reports having a good 
rapport with her and feels she always looks out for the children’s best interest.  If 
she is unable to get her children back, she would like Victoria to keep the 
younger children in her home long term. She agrees with the visitation plan and 
feels comfortable visiting the children in the foster home, especially since Victoria 
is working class herself.  She visits with Sara every Wednesday unless she or 
Sara is sick. When Cynthia obtains stable housing, she would like to move the 
kids’ visit to her own home.  Cynthia is aware that her own father, the children’s 
maternal grandfather, has contacted the agency about possible placement with 
him.  However, she is not supportive of placing the children with their maternal 
grandfather, as they are happy where they are.   
  
Cynthia’s long term view is to have her children, Sara and John returned to her 
care.  She is aware that Rose and Ralph will most likely age out in the system 
due to their age.  However, her intention is to live with all four of her children in 
the future.  She is aware that the children’s father, Matthew, was denied 
placement of the children in Massachusetts.  She expressed a sense of relief 
about this as she didn’t think Matthew could care for all four children due to his 
health problems and history of drug use.  She reports that she has never spoken 
with her caseworker about any other permanency plan other than reunification 
with a parent.  She reports attending drug and alcohol treatment last year and 
hasn’t been using since.  She has not been asked to give ongoing urine 
analyses.  She doesn’t go to Alcoholics Anonymous/Narcotics Anonymous, nor 
does she have a sponsor. 
 
Her caseworker, Tara, is responsive to her calls and requests.  She knows that 
Tara sees the children and the foster mother regularly in the home.  The children 
report to their mother that Tara asks them about their hopes, accomplishments, 
and concerns. Tara talks occasionally to Cynthia’s therapist and to Sara’s youth 
advocate. Cynthia feels that the Family Group Decision Making (FGDM) meeting 
that was held had been extremely beneficial because it got everyone on the 
same page and to work together.  She thinks it’s unfortunate that more FGDMs 
can’t be held.  However, she knows everyone is busy and it is difficult to get 
everyone in the same room at the same time.     


